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‘Feeling at home’ is a phrase that refers to the deeply personal, private, affective bond that

people can develop with a space, typically where they live. Yet, creating and sustaining a

sense of feeling at home is often framed in normative assumptions about the level of

people’s privacy, autonomy, control, and power in shaping the home environment. For

adults with learning disabilities living in 'group homes', comprising shared housing with

support, the experience of feeling at home is one where these personal resources are

limited, yet where home making nonetheless occurs. Based on a study in England involving

photovoice with adults with learning disabilities and interviews with staff and family

members, our findings reveal how home making is co-constituted through power relations

between different actors and institutions responsible for care work including quality

monitoring and oversight (e.g. support staff, care quality inspectors, housing associations,

local authorities). We identify four cross-cutting areas which reflect how this co-constitution

with care work operates. Care is taken in the relational meaning-making of home, e.g. with

staff attending to the construction of a ‘house mate’ or ‘tenant’ identity with adults with

learning disabilities. Care creates a material imprint in the form of paperwork, signage, staff

rotas, locked cabinets, and rules about the placing of personal possessions, which in turn

reconstitute how home is experienced and felt. Care work also shapes the temporal

dynamics of the home in the form of anticipating risk assessments and inspections or

holding out for repairs. Each area reinforces how home making is practiced and how a sense

of feeling at home is experienced as a mutually evolving and distributed phenomenon. It

emerges for the home and between the people who occupy it.
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